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On the 18th, 19th, and 21st there left a number of Amirs
[names omitted] with their Memlooks, said to number
944 men. The Karanisah Memlooks, the imported Memlooks,
[30] and those born in the country numbered five
thousand.

This was the report; Heaven only knows the truth of it.

It was said that some two thousand of the Karanisah
Memlooks, with the unfit, the Sheikhs, the Imported Memlooks,
and those born in the country, remained behind in Cairo, in
the barracks and in the citadel.

While the Sultan was in camp at Kaidaniyyeh, a letter
arrived from the Governor of Aleppo, telling him that
Ibn "Othman had sent a messenger with a letter, which he now
forwarded to the Sultan by the same messenger. It was
expressed in pleasant terms to the following purport. . After
calling the Sultan his father and offering prayers for his welfare,
Ibn 'Othman asserted that he had nob encroached upon the
dominions of 'All Dolat except with his (the Sultan's)
permission, and that he had rebelled against him. That it
was he who had stirred up the ancient hostility between his
father (Ibn 'Othman3 s 1) and the Sultan Kait Bai> which led
to what had happened, and had caused the greatest mischief
in his (the Sultan's) country, so that his death was entirely
justified. As to Ibn Suwar, who had succeeded 'All Dolat,
if the Sultan thought fit to retain him, or to replace him,
the matter rested entirely with him. As to the merchant
importers of Circassian Memlooks, Ibn 'Othman said he had
not stood in their way, but that they had complained of their
treatment as regards their payment in gold and silver, and
had refused to bring the Memlooks over. He further said
that he was prepared to return to the Sultan the dominions
he had taken from 'All Dolat, and would do whatever the
Sultan desired.

Upon this the Sultan summoned the leading Amirs and
read to them Ibn ' Othman's letter, the contents of which
greatly pleased both them and the Sultan and aroused in